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Sketch of that benevolent Charatter, the late Rev. Fofeph 
Wilcocks, F. S. A. 


R. WILCOCKS was born in Dean’s-yard, Weft- 

minfter, on the 4th of January, 1723, during the time 
that his father was Bifhop of Gloucefter, and Dean of Weft- 
minfter; he was educated at Weftminfter School, and admitted 
on the foundation in 1736; was elected to Chrift Church, 
Oxford, in the year 1740, and regularly proceeded to the 
degree of Mafter of Arts in 1747. 

Asa fteward to the fociety of the Sons of the Clergy, he 
gave, through his own and other hands, eighty pounds or up- 
wards. The poor children of many whole parifhes were 
inoculated at his expence; and apothecaries, after being 
enjoined to conceal his name, were employed in town aad 
country, both to vifit the fick poor, and alfo to provide them 
with nourifhing food, till they were fufficiently trong and able 
to work for themfelves. With all the fine feelings of a 
Howard he frequently vifited many prifons, >ut in particular 
that of Newgaie; where, out of his charity purfe, the late 
humane and exemplary keeper, Mr. Akerman, has releafed 
numbers of poor debtors, and fed likewife the hungry felons 
with meat and broth, under his direction. 

From prifons his humanity naturally carried him to hof- 
pitals; and although his dowations and fubfcriptions while 
living were very conftant and confideravle, be could not, with 
life, give up his bencficence, He bequeathed at his death 
handiome legacies to the hofpitals of Northampton, Glou- 
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cefter, and York. To the Weftminfter Infirmary 2500), 
ftock, in the three per cents, and a ftill larger fum for fimilac 
good purpofes in the county of Kent. He moreover made a 
comfortable provifion for all his old and faithful domeftics; 
and, excepting a few fpecific bequefts, he left the refidue of 
an ample fortune to his executors and their families, who were 
his neareft relatives. 

The annual revenue of his Hurley eftate was difpofed of 
by him, as it arofe, in works of compaffionate liberality. To 
which purpofe alfo our good Samaritan devoted a full third, at 
leaft, if not one half of all his other landed and funded pro- 
perty, tothe yearly amount of two thoufand pounds and up- 
wards, 

For fome time Mr, Wilcocks refided on his eftate at Barton, 
in Northamptonfhire. A little before he left that place, 
amongft feveral other petitioners for his benevolence, was a 
perfon, it feems, of bad charaéter. An honeft domeftic ftood 
by*, and feeing his mafter give to this man equally with the reft, 
reprefented to him, with fome degree of emotion, the un- 
worthinefs of that particular individual ; to which, in a tone of 
fharpneis not ufual with him, Mr. Wilcocks immediately 
replied, ** No matter for that! though he be a bad man, if he 
is in diftrefs, it is our duty to relieve him.” 

Upon his leaving Barton, he removed for a time to Kettere 
ing in Northamptonthire ; where, as ufual, his levee, of the 
poor and the maimed, the halt and the blind, was pretty much 
crowded: Mr, G***, the perfon with whom he lodged, had 
often the curiofity to obferve the diftribution of his bounty. 
To one man in particular he faw him give a fhilling; whea, 
not being able to reftrain his. difapprobation of goodnefs fo 
abufed, he haftily exclaimed, “* Sir, that man is one of the 
greateft rafcals we have in the parifh!’’ Mr. Wilcocks {aid 
nothing for the moment; but after fome time he fent for the 
man back agains when Mr, G*** managed to get near 
enough to overhear him addreis the man as follows: “ I find 

ou have behaved fo ill, that you have not a friend in the world, 
here is half-a-guinea for you, to keep you from immediate 
want; and now, endeavour to behave better.” 

Happening to be one day at Maidenhead, Mr. Wilcocks 
was informed of. a bulinc(s, that could not fail to claim his at- 

tention. 


* Mr. George Pring, who now lives near Henley, upon a farm; 
on the oppofite fide of the river. He was defervedly in much 
eiteem with Mr, Wilcocks, and lived with him above forty years! 
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tention, On inquiry he found that an officer had juft been ar 
refted there for debt: Upon which, after making himfelf 
matter of the circumftances, he immediately advanced the 
money to diftharge him, without any knowledge whatever of 
the perfon thus happily relieved. 

Mr. Wilcocks became very infirm for fome time previous to 
his deceafz, from the repeated fhocks of apoplexy which he 
had received, and in confequence of a fit which attacked him, 
died, on the 23d oft December, 1791, in the 6gth year of his 
age. 





An humble Apology for a Perfonage of great Diftinttion. 


To th EDITOR. 

SIR, 
T was the opinion of an eminent writer, who floutiflied in 
the beginning of this century, that * If the Devin héd 
amind to make an apology for himfelf, he would eafily thow, 
that men afcribe to him a thoufand things, of which he is not 
the author.”” And, indeed, Mr, Editof, 1 have long been of 
the fame opinion, though I am always happy to find that I 
happen to agree with other people. We have long Wada 
cuftom of attributing fo many things to the Devil, that little 
or nothing is left for ourfelves toaccount for. We think it is 
mighty clever to be able to fhift matters off our own fhoul- 
ders, when we have done what is wrong, as fervants impute 
all broken china to cats and dogs, which they know cannot be 
brought to account, and which they have it not in their power 

to deny. 

When men determine upon ating unjuftly, they feldom act 
confiftently ; and hence we blame the Devil for many things 
which he could not in the nature of things perform, whatever 
notion we may have conceived of bis talents and power. For 
inftance, a day in July may be devilith bot ; but how a day in 
December can be devilith cold, Lleave to the determination of 
yourreaders, Whatever opinion we take up refpecting this 
great perlonage, it is impoffible that we fhould be indebted to 
him for every kind of weather, Again, although ne may be 
the caule of our building our houfes devilith high, it is ime 
pofible he can excel likewile in architecture, fo as to build 
them devilith Jow. Styles fo oppofite are not to be expected 
from the fame artilt; and [ am likewile of opinion, that 
although he who has built a room devilith Jargey may build 
si3 another 
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another to it which hall be devilifh /mail, yet I cannot conceive 
that this fhould caufe the owner tobe both devilith rich and 
devilith poor at the fametime. And yet, if we believe report, 
this great perfonage is continually amufing himfelf with fuch a 
contrariety of operation. 

We have, indeed, among us, a kind of proverbial command. 
ment, which enjoins usto ** give the Devil his due ;”’ but no 
two perfons feem to have agreed between themfelves what that 
due is ; and hence he is daily loaded with offences which might 
be very eafily accounted for among ourfelves, without going fo 
far as the regions below for an excufe. It is, however, too 
much the fafhion to throw imputations off from our own 
fhoulders upon any perfon who happens to be in the way ; and 
although I will allow that the perfonage in queflion has been 
uncommonly active of late years in every part of Europe, 
Iam inclined to think that he is very often accufed unjuftly, 
and that there are a number of counterfeits abroad, that is, 
perfons who play the Devil fo fuccelsfully as to be miftaken 
for him. Nor is this only an opinion of mine, or haftily 
taken up. It is a very common acculation to fay that fuch a 
man has played the Devil with his affairs, or that fuch a lady of 
fafhion has played the Devil with her hufband’s eftate. Thefe 
I am perfuaded are all counterfeits, poor copies of the original, 
and might be eafily deteted by any perfon who knows that the 
original has too much fenfe to do the foolith things attrivuted 
to him; and that whatever degree of roguery may be at- 
tributed to him, no one has yet found that he can be madea 
dupe of, 

But it is not in the upper walks of life, only, where this 
gentleman has conftant employment. The loweft country 
clown obliges him to take many things into hand, with which 
he has little todo. If his plough be wrong, the Devil mutt 
be init; and if he is at a lofs to anfwer a plain queftion, he 
always aflures us, that the Devil knows. In the ftreets of 
London, however, his agency is particular:y called for, How 
many applewomen, dray-horles, watchmen, and peels of 
oranges, are every day fent to the Devil! And during the 
drawing of the lottery, he may be faid to prefide over the 
wheels, for every body aflerts that they have devilifh good 
Juck, or devilifh bad. Even ia converfation he is not allowed 
to be idle, at the very politeft tables. Some one is always 
making the Devil of a miftake, or wifhing that the Devil had 
had fuch and fuch an argument, rather than he bad meddled 
withit, It is almoft needlefs to add, that he prefides at the 
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card-table, where fometimes he lofes deal, fometimes revokes 5 
and often, with great emphafis, we are told that the Devil 
himfelf could not play fuch a hand. Onthefe occalions he ap- 
pears to act as a general Dumly, and every perfon concerned 
threws his blunders and ill luck off his own fhoulders, by 
placing them, not very gently, on the fhoulders of this unfeea 
bye-ftander, 

It mult be allowed, however, that although he is of univerfal 
ufe in the management of public and private concerns, there 
are fome perfons who make much more ufe of him than others. 
Anacquaintance of mince is one of thofe who appears to have 
given him a general fee for work to be done from morving to 
night. At breakfaft, he employs him among the tea and toaft, 
which laft is generally good or bad, as ** the Devil would 
have it.” At noon, he finds him in the counting-houfe, 
where, to ufe his own phrafc, he has gota parcel of lazy 
Devils about him that do no bufinefs. On ’Change, he avers 
that the Devil muft have run away with all the money, for he 
can getnone ; and very frequently laments that he nas given 
fuch a perfon devilifh long credit : And yet, as if tocontradi® 
himfelf, he affents in the fame breath, that if the feilow pays, 
the Devil muft be in’t. Returning to dinner, he enjoys a 
devilifh good glafs of wine with halfa {core of hearty fellows, 
who if they refufe to flay the other bottle, were relpectfully 
defired to go to the faid perfonage. Nay, even in bed he is not 
wholly independent of his affiftance, being fometimes obliged 
to him for a devilifh comfortable nap ; and at other times he 
acknowledges that the Devil muft be in him to fleep fo long, 
and difappoint people that were waiting for him. 

Thefe inftances, however, are fomewhat rare. Others 
content themfelves with calling for his help only upon extra 
ordinary emergencies, and tome are even afhamed to be fo 
troublefome, or at leaft to appear fo, by calling upon him by 
names which feem toconceal the real party to whom they 
with to appeal. Among thofe who employ this perfonage in a 
delicate manner, are fundry of the fair fex, in whole pretty 
mouths the Devil, downright, would have a very ugly found, 
They content themfelves ticrefore with refolving all doubts 
by faying thatthe ** Deuce is in it,’’ and exprefling their 
greatett furprife, by “ What the Dickens!” It has likewife 
been lately the cuftom to fpeak French to the Devil, by way 
of foftening him, but alihough IL allow that Déad/: is a pretty 
founding word, 1 don’t wiih to fee any devils werfe than our 
own. 
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I have thus, Sir, attempted to throw out a few hints by 
way of complaining of the fuperabuadance of bufinefs, in 
which we employ this great perfonage, and likewife by way 
of recommending to my fellow citizens todo as much bufinefs 
themfelves as pollible, and then they will have the fatisfaGtion of 
knowing that it is done well; whereas we never can be certain 
of this, if we employ agents over whom we have no centroul, 
and who cannot be expected to have any very violent refpect 
or affection for us, when it is notorious that we never apply to 
them unleis in cafes of diftrefs, and then we always {peak to 
them ina paflion, upbraiding them with mifmanaging the very 
bufinels we undertook to perform without their affiftance, 
This improper condu& on our part has long convinced me, 
not only that we often blame the great perfonage aforefaid 
uojuftly, but likewife that he is a very unfit perfon to rely on, 
and abfoijutely incapable of gratifying half the wifhes we ex- 
prefsto him. Iam, Sir, 

Q. vol 





On the INVASION of ENGLAND. 


By Genera DumourieR. 


ENERAL DUMOURIER, whofe pen has never been 
idle fince his {word was placed in its feabbard, has Istely 
publifhed a pamphlet, intitled, ** Tableau Speculatif de l’Eu- 
rope,’ which contains a number of interefting pallages. As 
the invafion of England is that which has the greateft claim to 
our attention, we give it the preference in our {election 
His obfervations are made with great judgment and acutenelsy 
and are highly interefting to every Englifhman. 

“ There ftill remains (fays Dumourier) the expedition 
againft England to be attempted by France. The DireQory 
has fucceeded by dint of declamations and extravagant charges 
to ftir up the nation againft the Englith, Cupidity, which 
fees ali the gold of Europe ftored up in England, unites with 
the national hatred. The plan is ready, and wil! be executed. 
Immenfe preparations continue to be made with the moft ex 
penfive profufion. If the enterprize is not made, the public 
treafury is exhaufted, and the DireQory undone, 

“ Buonaparte, the French Scipip, (dettined perbaps to fhare 
the fame fate,) is charged with the deftruction of modern 
Carthage, ‘The habit of fucceis prevents us from perceiving 
the 
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the pofibility of a defeat. No one in France doubts the 
fuccefs of this important expedition. It is a coup-de-main, 
which they are eager to effect, becaufe they are tired of a 
feven years’ war, It is, in their opinion, the pledge of aa 
eternal peace, the bafis of the folidity of the democratic 
republic, and the end of all the calamities which, fince the firt 
inftant of the revolution, have overwhelmed France; it is the 
golden flcece, the crown-work of all the republican victories, 
the price of all the blood which has been thed, and the com- 
pletion of the national glory. 

“ This expedition will therefore take place, and probably 
at the beginning of the fpring. Under the chapter of England 
has been detailed every circumftance which either facilitates 
or obftructs it. Should it fucceed, the French republic will 
become the abfolute miftrefs of the world. Ali the govern- 
meats of Europe will be at her mercy ; all will become her 
tributaries ; and the French will have no* other enemies but 
themfelves, their pride, their avidity, their luxury, their immo« 
rality, their diflentions, their levity, and their extravagant 
democracy. The French republic will, in a few years, 
have pafled through ali the gradations which the Romar 
republic waded through in feveral centuries, to reach the 
fummit of power, and as rapidly to decline. This Coloffus, 
too bulky for its pedeltal of clay, will then give way, and 
crumble into ruins. 

“ But if this expedition fhould not fucceed, which very 
poflibly it may not; if the invincible fleets of the Englifh 
gain one decifive battle over the French, Spanifh, and Batavian 
fleets, combined or feparately; if the Englifh nation, equally 
proud, equally {pirited, and equally animated by national 
hatred, as the French are, repels the French army immediately 
On its. defcent, or deftroys or forces it to re-imbark with 
lofs; if its communication with the fea is cut off; if it is 
weakened, harafled, ftarved, and in fhort fails in this importane 
expedition, wnich can but once be attempted on a large fcale, 
and which, if executed partially and in detail, may fail of fuc- 
cels, then France is completely undone ; all her laurels wither 5 
herallies defert and turn againit her; the other powers of 
Europe will attack her on every fide ; the will have loft the 
flower of her warriors, and the reputation of her arms; the 
will be without money, and internal feuds will complete her 
Twi. 

“ Another danger which attaches to the members of the Die 
reQory, and the Councils, will refule trom the defpair and re- 
venge of the troops, who will confider theafelves as facrificed 
to 
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to the temerity and ambition of that abhorred oligarchy. 
Thefe foldiers, who form at prefent the only fupport of their 
tyrannical power, will then turn againft them, and be invited 
todo fo ty the general with of the nation. It is at Paris they 
will then feek for the reward and pillage they are promifed to 
obtain in England. The Generals themfelves will either be- 
come the firft victims of the fury of the troops, which may 
be excufed, or fhare in their indignation and revolt. 

“ Nor is it even neceflary that the defcent in England 
fhould terminate in a catattrophe difgraceful for the French 
arms, to bring on that military explofion againft the prefent 
government of France. For this purpofe it will fuffice that 
the expedition be long protracted, or abandoned after having 
been announced in fuch emphatic ftrains. The affemblage 
of fo many idle foldiers, whom it will no longer be poffible to 
pay, after the national treafure is exhaufted by this expenfive 
fhow, will likewife excite their indignation, and lead them to 
the fame excefles. 

“ The Diretory feems to be aware of this danger ; and 
the late decree refpecting the re-eftablifhment of the national 
guard, may be confidered as a meafure of precaution againtt 
the infurreQion of the armies, And yet it is by the fame very 
conftitutional decree, that the unfortunate exiles of the 18th 
FruQidor (4th of September, 1797) were declared traitors to 
the country. 

“ It was by the force of the bayonet that the revolution was 
effected ; it is by the fame force that the prefent government 
will be deltroyed. 

“© The chimerical thoufaad millions of livres in land, with 
which, very imprudently, the troops have been amufed, have 
already been converted into annuitics promifed to the armies. 
But can it be fuppofed that they will reft fatisfied with their 
commutation of real and landed property into an annuity, to 
be diftributed in an arbitrary manner, and which will be paid, 
like all the other annuities and penfions, with reJuctions, 
flowly, and in effects which are at a difcount ? Moreover, if 
the value of the thoufand millions has not beew referved in 
land, what fecurity is to be given for the enormous amount of 
thefe annuities ? What will be the refult, fuppofing even the 
French government is able to fulfill the conditious of the dee 
cree? Initead of transforming this clafs of gu.lant warriors 
into cultivators and fathers of families, they will be converted 
into a ma{s of idle annuitants, and bachelors, who have not 
the means to marry ; they will confequently become either 
9 ufelefs 
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ufelefs or dangerous, and a dead burden to the nation. The 
nation fhould not have been deceived, and much lefs the fol- 
diers. The latter will pant for revenge, and their being at 
fembled for the expedition againft England, and the return of 
; ° +g 

the other armies, after the conclufion of a generat continen- 
tal peace, wil furnifh them with an op portunity of avenging 
their wrongs. ‘This is the dangerous game which the Direc 
tory is playing, in its proje&t of a defceat on England.” 
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farrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 





{Continued from Page 356.) 
NTIMATION was given to the Embaflador of the 


Emperor’s approach to Yuen-min-yuen, and that the 
etiquette of the court required he fhould go fome miles cn 
the roadto meet him. “Though much indifpofed with rheu- 
matifm, his Excellency went early in the morning to the rene 
dezvous pointed out. The Emperor came with regal pomp 
and dignity, and perceiving the Embaflador, flopped to deli- 
ver a gracious meflage of civility, which ended in defiring 
him to rcturn fpeedily, as the dampnefs of the mor ning might 
increafe his complaint. 

The Embaflador was informed by fome of the great mane 
darines, friends to the embafly, that a council had been holden 
to take into confideration the letter brought by him from the 
King of Great Britain, and the mode proper to be ufed_ to- 
wards his fubje&ts, On this occafion the prime minifter had 
fummoned the Thibet general, Viceroy of Canton, anda for- 
mer Hoppo of the fame place, a declared enemy of the Eng- 
lith, then a ftate prifoner, convited of embezzling the public 
treafure to an immenfe amount, and of exactions from the 
Englhith while at Canton, to give their teltimony and advice, 
as being competent to judge of the conduét and difpofition of 
the foreigners trading to that port; but, without doubt, to 
ftrens gthen the Colao “againtt the more favourable inclinations 
of his Imperial Majetty. Nothing aufpicious could be ex- 
pected from the fuggeftions of fuch perfons ; and the Embaf- 
fador notified his defire to the prime minifter to leave Pekin 
early in the month of February. 

The Embaflador, inftead ot an anfwer to this meflage, re- 
ceived an invitation to come to Yuen-min-yuen, where he 
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had Englith letters to deliver tohim. His Excellency went 
thither, and found a few letters, dated Chu-fan, from the Lion 
and Hindoftan. The Colao wifhed to know their contents, 
He was told, the Lion would foon put to fea, but that the Hin- 
doftan would wait for her commander; and his Excellency 
put the letters into his hands. The Colao hoped the thip 
would wait to carry back the embafly. He obferved, that the 
Emperor, on hearing of the Embaffador’s illnefs and the death 
of fome of his fuite, and apprehenfive that they might mate. 
rially fuffer in their healths by a continuance, imagined it 
might be defirable to depart before the rivers were frozen up, 
as travelling by land was very inconvenient. The Embafla- 
dor difcovered that other motives were concealed under the 
pretended folicitude for the embafly’s health, and made a proper 
aniwer, which was replied to by the prime minifter as before: 
And his Excellency was fuffered to take leave without being 
informed that the Emperor’s anfwer to his Majefty’s letter was 
ready, and would be delivered the next day. 

The Legate having waited on the Embaffador, to fay the 
Colao defired to fee him f{peedily at the great hall of audience 
inthe palace of Pekin, he went thither ; in the midft of which 
was placed upon a chair of ftate the Emperor’s anfwer. It 
was comprifed in a large roll, covered with yellow filk, and 
was to be fent that evening in form to the Embaflador’s hotel. 
Whatever favour it might contain, could not be attributed 
either to the Colao or his companions, whofe unfriendlinefs 
was demonftrated by their pertinacity in refufing the prefents 
ufuel from foreign minifters. In a converfation, however, 
with the minifter on the points defirable to be procured for the 
Englith Eaft India Company in China, he afked for a brief 
abftract ; and without pledging himfelf to fupport them, pro- 
mifed they flould have an immediate confideration. His Exe 
cellency, in confequence, loft no time in forwarding fuch a 
tatement. 

The Emperor’s anfwer, which was fent the fame evening, 
was accompanied with feveral chefts of prefents for his Ma- 
jefty; fome for the Embaffador and his fuite; and even tokens 
of his beneficence were extended to the officers and men of 
the thips of the embafly, as weil as to che moit menial fervant 
prefent. 

As no pofitive directions had been given for his Exccle 
lency’s departure, its was inferred, from the Emperor’s lait de- 
claration at Yuen-min-yuen, that recourfe would not be. had 
toabfolutecommand. His Excellency had to regret the little 
progrefs 
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progrefs made as to the purport of his miffion ; though he faw 
the inutility of a with to prolong his refidence againft the 
Colao’s inclination. He had, befide, been privately informed, 
that the Chinefe had no other idea of an embafly than that of 
a vifit with prefents on fome folemn feftival, and to laft only 
during its continuance. 

At this junéture, one of the Neapolitan Chinefe, who had 
quitted the Lion near Macao, brought the Embaflador letters 
from one of the Eaft India Company's Commiffioners at Cane 
ton, ftating the expectation of an immediate rupture with the 
republicans of France and Brabant. Under all thefe cir- 
cumftances, and having an eye to the fafety of the Britith fhips 
homeward bound the enfuing feafon from Canton, his Excel 
lency fignified to Ho-choong-taung his intention of joining 
Sir Erafmus Gower, at Chu- fan, with all poffible {peed 5 and 
requefted a letter from him might be immediately forwarded 
containing fuch information. 

This determination, which was pleafing to the Colao, was 
perfefly confiftent with Chinefe decorum, which demanded a 
total ceflation of the embafly after the receipe ef the Em- 
peror’s anfwer, and the farewell prefents ; neither could an 
perfonal communication afterwards be obtained with his Ime 
perial Majefty. Amn intercourle more favourable to the views 
of the Embaflador unexpetedly took place on the route to 
Chu-fan, through the means of one of the fix grand Colaos, 
appointed to accompany the embafly thither. 

The fudden removal from Pekin threw the embafly into 
great confufion, from the fhort time allowed to prepare tor it ; 
but it was forced to yield to imperious neceflity. The route 
was directed through hian-cheo-foo ; and befides its two old 
and refpeQable companions, Chow-ta-zhin, and Van-ta-zhin, 
another perfon of the firft rank, Sun-ta-zhin, one of the grand 
Colaos, who was in the confidence of the court, was appointed 
to accompany the ftrangers, and to watch and report their 
condudt, 

On the morning of the 7th of O&ober, Ho-choong-taung, 
and other minifiers, came to a pavilion within the gates of 
Pekin, to take leave of the Embaflador, and delivered fome 
gracious meflages on the part of his Imperial Majett Ve They 
hoped the treatment his Excellency had met with was confoe 
nant to his wifhes ; and at the fame time aflured, that due ate 
tention fhould be paid to him and his fuite, in order to render 
their journey pleafant to the port of embarkation. Upon a 
table were placed two tubes of bamboo wood, covered with 
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yellow cloth, containing two rells of yellow papers Upon 
one was written an enumeration of the Imperial prefents, and 
upon the other an anfwer tothe recent requilitions made by 
the Embaffador refpecting the Englith factory at Canton. A 
mandarinqof the fifth order was appointed to carry them as 
far as the river upon which his Excellency was to embark, 

His Excellency, with his Englith and Chinele retinue, fet 
out immediately for Tong-choo-ioo, in order to embark upon 
the Pei-ho; and pafling through one of the eaftern gates of 
Pekin, he was honoured with the ufual falutes, 

On their return from Pekin, a gentleman of the embafly 
went into anopen temple on one fide of the caufeway, where 
he deferied a curious figure, which he imagined was meant to 
reprefent the dnga:n of the Hindoos, or heathen god of gare 
dens, It was, however, nothing buta fhort column, refting 
upon the back of an animal, of the lizard kind, but of rude 
fculpture. It is probable the column was intended as 2 mo- 
nument for Ciincfe infcriptions, with which one face was 
nearly filled, 

The embafly was received in a re(pe€iful manner at Tong- 
choo-foo, The temple, its former refidence, was prepared for 
its accommodation, and in the evening the city was illumi- 
nated, Before the deities in this temple were placed one or 
more bronze veflels for barning perfumed matches and unfoil 
paper. 

The next day, the yachts being ready, and the prefents all 
fhipped, the embafly embarked upon the Pei-ho, whofe waters 
were decreafing fo faft, that the fccond day the boats were 
forced to be dragged along. Very little progrefs had been 
mace when the Colao, Sun-ta-zhin, came to inform the Em- 
baflador, (whom he received with every mark of refpedct, and 
to whom his Excellency reiterated his acknowledgments for 
the civility (hewn him at Poo-ta-la, anc in the gardens of Zhe- 
hol) that he had juft received a letter {rom the Emperor 5 an 
extra€t of it, which he read, purported that “ he (Sun-ta- 
zhin) fhould take the embafly under his particular care, that 
every proper diftinction fhould be fhewn, and attention paid to 
the Embaffadcr and his fuite in their route ‘to Chu-fan, and 
that he fhould {re them fafely embarked on board their thips 
but ihat if thole fhips thould be failed from thence, to procee 
in the fame manner, and for the ike purpofe, to Canton.” 

Sun-ta-zhin, befides being a Colao, was honoured with the 
ycllow mantle, worn over his other garments, the highett dil- 
sinction knowa in China, fie was elegant in manners, but 
tenacious 
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tenacious of his rank and dig»ity. Without difclofing his 
private inftru@ions, conveyed probably in the fame difp: tchy 
he gave the Embaflador to underftand, that his letter to Sir 
Erafmus Gower bad not been forwarded 5 having been kept 
back through the fufpicions of Ho-choong-taung. Sun-ta- 
zhin, however, was foon convinced, by the candid explanation 
which the Embaflador gave him of that letter, cf the neceflity 
of fending it; and he wrote concerning it to his Imperial 
Majefty. He had frequent communications with the Embaf- 
fador ; and his inquiries were lefs ftimulated by perfonal cu- 
riofity, than by the defire of conveying to the Emperor the belt 
information he could collect, refpecting the Enylith and other 
Europeans trading to China; fo that his Excellency difco~ 
vered that, though he was receding from the court, he was 
advancing more the o ject of his miffioa, through the medium 
of the prefent liberal conductor of the embatly, than when he 
was really prefent, by removing the prejudices which the Chie 
nefe, under falfe reprefentations, had imbibed againft the Eng 
Jith character. 

The gentlemen of the embafly were not, as before, ree 
ftrained from little excurfions upon the fhore. In this part, 
the fields were parched u,» by long drought; and the following 
is the method taken for watering tnem. Two men ttood 
upon projecting banks, oppolite to each other; each held in 
his hand a rope faltene. to a bucket, whicn when filled with 
water from the river, atter {wingiig it to and fro fevcral times, 
was thrown with rapidity into a referveir, made near the river's 
bank 3 and from this, by means of f{mal! channels, the water 
was conveyed over the acjoiwing fields, At other times a 
long pole, whole length was unequally divided, is made to turn 
upon a pivet acrofs an upright polit. A bucket fixed to the 
fhortcit end is lowered into the river, which when filled is 
hoifted by the longelt lever, and its contents poured into the 
relervoir, 

A few fheep were feen grazing upon fmall fpots ; but the 
greateft number come from Tartary, as well as the larger 
cattle. “The chief food of the latter is corn-ftraw cut f{mall. 
Milk, cheefe, and butter are littke known among the Chinefe; 
and the common people rarely tafte of animal food, unlefs of 
fuch as die by difeafe or accident, in which cafes they are 
equally relifhed; and even the vermin picked off their filthy 
perfoas fall a prey to their depraved appetites. 

After their crops of corn are got iny which was the cafe at 
this time, and the dubble taken off the ground, it is ploughed 
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with a fingle buffalo. Their plough was of fimple conftruc. 
tion ; and in parts where the foil is very light, it was drawn by 
menand women. There is no coulter tothe plough, The 
fhare which penetrates, being made to terminate ina curve, 
performs the office of amould-board for turning back the 
earth. It is fometimes made of iron, but more frequently 
with a timber which, from its harduefs, is called iron wood. 

Their rice and corn fields are all on an even furtace, not, as 
in Europe, divided into ridges and furrows ; and fown neatly 
in drills, or dibbled; Much feed is wafted in fowing by hand 
or broad-caft; neither is the crop fo abundant as when drilled. 
The rows for fetting or dibbling are, by the fociety of agri« 
culturalifts, dire&ted to be from north to fouth ; for which 
reafon the hufbandman ftands with his face towards the fouth, 
in dire@ting the plough. 

(To be continued.) 





Account of the diftrefing Scarcity of Water at Mount 
Etna. 


{From ‘* Travels in the Two Sicilies, and forme Parts of the 
Appenines,” by the Abbe Spallanzani, 4 vols. 8vo.] 


Short time before I reached the rocks I was in fearch of, 

a fcene prefented itfelf, which, though foreign to my 

fubje&, the fentiment of humanity and compaffion we feel on 

witnefling the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures, will not 
permit me to pafs in filence, 

Mount Etna has at all times been very deficient in fprings 5 
but when I| was there the fcarcity of water was extreme, not a 
drop of rain having fallen for nine montis 5 and the rain water, 
which the peafants of thefe places had collecied in cifterns, 
being exhaufted, they were obliged to go in fearch of it to 
thofe parts «f the mountain, where a fcanty {pring might flill 
be found. Though in my journey up Etna, I hed fufficien 
reafon to notice this fearcity of water, by being made to pay 
for it much dearer than for wine at Catania, | was much more 
convinced of it when, on my way,I faw a number of women 
and girls carrying barrels on beafts of burden, to fill with 
water at a [pring on one fide of the road. 

But the fcene which made the greateft impreffion on me, 
I me: with on my return, in the vicinity of Jaci; where 
I faw more than a hundred poor mountaineers of both fexes, 
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whohad come thither to quench their thirft at a ftream of 
water which ifflued from the midft of the lava. It ftrongly 
excited my pity to fee thefe wretched peafants, all bare-footed, 
expofed toa burning fun, for the heat was then very great in 
thofe low parts of the mountains ; and labouring and {weat- 
ing under the load of large earthen veffels, whic h they had 
brought on their fhoulders and heads, a diftance of more than 
ten miles, to carry home water. When they came withia 
fight of the fpring, they exerted all the ftrength they retained, 
baltened their weary fteps, and, when they reached it, began 
to drink with extreme eagernefs, without, for a long time 
taking away their lips) How much was my commi(eration 
increafed, when they informed me they were obliged to perform 
this laborious journey every day, that is to employ the whole 
day in it; travelling from the time of fun-rife till noon to 
reach the fpring, and from noon to the dufk of the evening to 
regain their habitations, and carry refrethmentto their parched 
families ! 

While I was liftening to their fad ftory, it chanced that one 
of them, a boy about thirteen years of age, in fetting dowa 
the veflel he carried on his fhoulder, let it flip, I know not how, 
out of his hand, and it broke by the fall. Words can {carcely 
defcribe the confternation, grief and anguifh, with which he 
appeared, transfixed at the accident, while with bitter tears and 
in broken exclamations he lamented his misfortune, and exe 
prefled his fears of the confequences he apprehended to him- 
felf, from his being thus difabled from carrying home to his 
thirfty parents the expected fupply. As little is it poffible to 
defcribe the joy, delight, and lively fentiment of gratitude 
which he exprefled, on my giving hima {mall piece of moneys 
that he might angi ina neighbou uring village, another veilel to 
replace t that which was broken, and complete with the ufual 
fuccefs his laborious journey. 





Information to old People, how they may preferve the 
Eye-fight, or recover it after it has fared. 


HIS is to be done while you wath, by dipping your face 

in the water, opening } your eyes and keeping them open 

under water as long us you can hold your breath. Do this 
three or four times fucceflively every morning. 

It will be expected, no doubt, that I fhould give fome ace 

count how | came by this knowle: dge; it waSin this manner ; 

I knew, 
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I knew, early in life, that wafhing with cold water was good 
againtt the tooth-ach, and I have long ufed that remedy with 
fuccefs, Some years ago,I went along journey towards the 
North, and, among other inconveniences, I fuffered the want 
of cold water to wafh with, according to my cuftom ; this 
brought on a violent tooth-ach; on my return [ loft feveral 
teeth. I applied clofely tomy former remedy, which at length 
took away the tooth-ach, but was uot efficacious enough to 
remove a pain inmy gums, at the root of my upper teeth, and 
I expected tolofe them all.—A little more than a year ago, a 
poor old man, whom | had long known, begged of mea fpot 
of land to cultivate; I gave it to him within a quarter of a mile 
of my houfe. Soon after I difcovered (»y the thermometer) 
that his {pring was cooler than mine, and | determined to wath 
there. He fitted up a rough table at his fpring for my ufe, 
with a large pewter bafon, which he placed on it every morn- 
ings I goearly to wath, and after wafhing 1 dip my face 
under water, and open my eyes, keeping them fo as long as [ 
can hold my breath, three or four times fuccefi ely. 

If I recolle:t well, it is sbout a year fiance 1 vegan to do this, 
and Lam relieved not only of the pain in my gums, as I ex- 
pected, but I have a!fo recovered my fight, waich I did not 
expect. I am not far fhort of 70 years of age, and I had ufed 
fpetacles about five and twenty years ; but 1 have lately laid 
them afide, having now (thank God) no occafion for them. 

As this may be ufeful toall perfons at one time or other, 
I with it may be made known to them, and defire that benevo- 
lent printers (feeing the utility of it) will be pleafed to give ita 
place in their publication. 

JAMES CALDER. 
Baltimore, North America, Sept. 75 1797+ 





REFLECTIONS. 


MALL degrees of wafte and extravagance, when they can 

eafily be guarded againft, are criminal ; and few people 

fufpe the magnitude of the fum to which {mail degrees of 

walte and extravagance, frequently repeated, will accumulate 
in the courfe of the year, 

He who gives labour to the poor for one day is a more ufe- 

. ful benefactor than he who maintains them in idlenefs for 


6 MODESTY 


two. 
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MODESTY of THOMAS PAINE. 


Can write (fays Thomas Paine, in a late publication) a 

I better book than the Bible myfelf !’’—-On which declara- 
tion the Monthly Reviewers make this meat remark :— 
“© This may be Mr. Paine’s opinion; but there is one part of 
the Bible which furely could not be improved even by him; 
we mean thatin which it is faid—** Seeft thou a man wife in 
his own conceit, there is more hope of a fool than of him,” 

[OF the above fingular political character it may be juftly 
obferved, that whether he writes on religion or politicks, his 
diftinguifhing feature isa moft unreafonable conceit of his own 
abilities. A confiderable degree of fhrewdnefs muft not be 
denied him; but it is unaccompanied by learning, candour, or 
virtue. } 





CHARACTER of EDWARD DUKE of YORK. 
| From Beliham’s Memoirs of the Reign of George III.] 


N the autumn of the year 1767, died at Monaco, in Italy, 
A Edward Duke of York, eldeft brother to the King—and 
on this account only entitled to hiftorick notice ; his politte 
cal character remaining as yet unknown, or known only from 
the unfavourable circumftance of his giving his vote in Par 
liament againft the repeal of the American ftamp act. 

He is ufually reprefented as a prince of pleafing manners, 
and comparative vivacity of genius; but of fuperficial attain- 
ments in knowledge, and very diffolute in his morals. He was 
of the naval profeffion, and had diftinguifhed himfelf in the 
laft war, when very young, in the attack on.Cherbourg, under 
Lord Howe, by his {pirit and gallantry. His affability and 
Courage, Conjoined with the common advantages of youth, had 
acquired him no inconfiderable degree of popularity amongtt 
the vulgar, and the citeem of the wife he never fought. 





Anfwer, by W. Rennels, of Barnftaple, to F. Gidley’s Charade, 


injerted February §. 


FT when the blaft’ring furges rife 
The {ky doth feem to melt; 
’Tisthen th’ electric fluid flies, 
The THUNDER-BOLT is felt! 
Vou, XXXI, 3 L Then 
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Then fee the wretched travellers fly, 
Benighted and foilorn, 

In vain, to feek protection nigh, 
And fhelter from the ftorm. 

When thofe tremendous fcenes you view, 
If mercy touch your heart— 

If any yet that pity knew, 
The pilgriai claims a part. 


-*¢* We have received the like anfwer from W. Brock, of 
Evercreech; T. Whicker, of Exon; J. Bradridge, of Dean 
Prior; Tnomas,of Athburton; Reclule, ot Yeovil; P. Nin- 
nis, junior, of St. Agnes; S. Perkins, Afhburton; Thomas 
Stick, of St. Dennis; and R. Taylor, of Cargrcen. 





4 CHARADE, ly W. Hoare, of Dean Prior, 


Y firft, Sirs, is the caufe of deep diftrels, 
Ort, i. my next, my firft o’ertakes mankind, 

Theie parts, ingenious wits, you foon will trace, 
Connect them right, a Berkth re town you'll find. 





4n ENIGMA, by Reelufe, of Yeovil, 
B* no rule form’d, by fancy bound, 


The univerfe I range: 
In ev’ry clime I may be found, 
Yet ne’er my fubftance change. 
The fpring of peaec and ev’ry joy, 
I oft occafion ftrife ; 
Man’s bappinefs I can deftroy, 
Caufe death, or prolong life. 


The greateft joy that mortals know, 
I ev’ry where abound ; 
Sometimes am fough: by empty fhow, 
But with true worth am found, 
Ye fwains ! now give that tyrant name, 
That bath difturb’d your reft ; 
Ye furely know his pow’r and fame, 
Pray leit ftand confefs’d, 
6 POETRY. 
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From that animated Pindaric, Tafker’s Ode to the warlike Genius 
of Great Britain, as lately recited at the Exeter Theatre, by 
Defire of the Officers of the Wiltfbire Militia, 


ENIUS of Britain! view the plains, 
Where military virtue reigns. 
Pu. lid fear her vain alarms 
Idly {preads — while giory warms 
Th’ intrepid fou! with her celeftial charms, 
Tie tiandard rears, and calls to arms. 
Ye fons of Britain hear! 
From her refulgent {phere 
Aloud the thouts,-~ and opes the bright abodes 
Of hr e-and ot demi godse 
On feais of burnith’d gold, 
Where «\rthur— Alfred fut of old, 
The great examples fire, 
To deati.leis deeds infpire— 
The fons uf freedom mie—they claim 
Their birthright, the reward of fame: 
They catch the blaze of energy divine, 
As from their polifh’d arms the fanbeams brighter fhine, 


Gal ia’s pale’ s genius ftands aghatt, 
(+ he lilies wither in her hang) 
Her fleets receive the favouring blaft, 
But dare not touch on th’ adverfe land— 
On Eng land’ 5 rough and rocky fhore, 
She hears th’ awaken’d lion roar. 


On every heath, on every ftrand, 
New-rais’d battalions grace the land. 
To arms the hollow vallies found, 
‘To arms—to arms—the hills rebound, 
Echo, well pleas’d, repeats the voice around. 


Secure within our happy ifle, 
Britons at vain invafion imi! C. 
Their fiee ts triumphant o ’er the main 
Id ocean’s ‘e mpire yet m: intains 
Wi hile laurels, erit chat jervis grac’d and Howe, 
Shine with freth luttre on a Duncan’s brow: 
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And may fuch laurels peace and plenty bring 
To free born Britons, and their patriot King! 


Exeter, April 19, 1798+ 








MY NATIVE HOME. 


[From ‘‘ The Pupil of Nature,” by Mrs. Robinfor.] 


*ER breezy hill of woodland glade, 
O At morning’s dawn or clofing day, 
In fummer’s flaunting pomp array’d, 

Or penfive moonlight’s filver grey, 

The wretch in fadnefs ftill fhall roam, 

Who wanders from his native home. 


While at the foot of fome old tree, 
As meditation fooths his mind, 
Lull’d by the hum of wand’ring bee, 
Or rippling fream, or whifp’ring wind, 
His vagrant fancy ftill fhall roam, 
And lead him to his native home. 


Tho’ love a fragrant couch may weave, 
And lenene bine the feftive board ; 
Still mem’ry oft would turn to grieve, 
And reafon {corn the {plendid board ; 
While he, beneath the proudeft dome, 
Would languihh for his native home. 


To him the rufhy roof is dear, 

And {weetly calm the darkeft glen ; 
While pomp, and pride, and pow’r appear, 
At belt, the glitt’ring plagues of men; 
Uniought by thole that never roam, 

Forgettul of their native home. 


Let me to fummer hhade; retire, 
With meditation and the mufe! 
Or round the focial winter fire, 
The glow of temper’d mirth diffufe ; 
‘Tho’ winds may how} and waters foam, 
I ftill thall blefs my native home. 


And oh! when youth’s extatic hour, 
And pailion’s glowing noon are patt ; 
Should age behold the tempeit low’r, 
And forrow blow its keenelt blaft; 
My thade, no longer doum’d to roam, 
Shall find the grave a peaceful home. 





CHIT-CHAT at a COUNTRY BALL. 
AYS the Captain fo pert, as he handed Mifs down, 


, 
‘© Whata number of éel/es, for a {mali country town! 
Mils fimply replieu, ** dis, ew towns can boatt more 5 
“© Ar the great church there’s fix, 


and the fmall one has four: 
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